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Bangladesh: Repeated attacks on Media 

represent A Broken Democracy 
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Executive Summary 

 

"Bangladeshi democracy [may be] doomed to more of the same," International Crisis Group 

wrote in a recent commentary. They are describing a longstanding pattern of antagonism 

between Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's Awami League and the opposition Bangladesh National 

Party (BNP), which the Crisis Group describes as "a pernicious cycle of zero-sum politics."  

If the political situation descends into unrest, the worst sufferers of that situation will be the 

journalists covering it. This report tries to reflect the present scenario of Suppressing upon the 

Media and Journalists.  
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Introduction 

As a democratic country, Media is the hub of all the factors that ensure clarity, fairness 

and accountability of the Socio-political scenario of Bangladesh. That is a very simple and 

logical equation. But the current trend of repeated or serialized attack on Bangladeshi media has 

threatened the lifeline of already broken Democratic system, and the role of the government and 

the ruling party comes greatly into question. Some recent incidents have been able to establish a 

firm belief in the mind of general masses that we are living within a Pseudo-Autocrat regime, 

where raising any opposite voice against the regime may cost a life! For instance, on the evening 

of May 28, few media workers at country's famous online news service – BDNEWS24 were 

attacked and critically injured by "unknown" miscreants. And less than 48 hours of this notorious 

incident, 3 photo-journalists of a vernacular daily were mercilessly beaten by the police. Armed 

miscreants attacked the office of BDNEWS24 on May 28 evening and stabbed its sub-editor 

Newaz Mohammed Rifaat, reporter Salahuddin Wahid Pritom and office assistant Ruhul Amin 

along with at least 10 staffs of the news agency. Though members of the law enforcing agencies 

rushed to the spot, it is anticipated by people concerned that ultimately there will be no action 

either from the law enforcing agencies or the government as the ruling party has been exhibiting 

nefarious tendency of ignoring such incidents, while some of the leaders of the ruling party are 

even seen making irritating comments with the ulterior motive of diverting the entire incident to 

different direction.
1
 

Again, On May 26, 2012 Policemen assaulted three on-duty photojournalists of 

vernacular daily Prothom Alo, hurled expletives at them and took away their cameras. Seriously 

injured photojournalists Khaled Sarkar, Sajid Hossain and Zahidul Karim were later rushed to 

orthopedic hospital in the capital.
2
 The policemen swooped on the photojournalists while they 

were taking shots of a demonstration staged by the students of Dhaka Women Polytechnic 

Institute. Following this incident, it was learnt that the entire episode of assault on the journalists 

were led by Shahidul Islam, assistant commissioner of police, who had been an activists of the 

student wing of the ruling Bangladesh Awami League prior to joining service. The authorities 

concerned initially tried their best in salvaging the culprit assistant commissioner of police and 
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finally they had to suspend him due to massive protest by the members of the media in 

Bangladesh. It is apprehended that the suspension order of assistant commissioner Shahidul 

Islam will be withdrawn within the span of 10-15 days, as in most cases, such suspensions or so-

called departmental actions are mere eye wash. Even there are examples that such Police 

officials are been rewarded by the govt. with an early promotion or something like that. 

Gaining political benefit by suppressing Media 

It is alleged that the ruling party is trying to apply various forms of wrongful tactics in 

suffocating the media and making frantic bids in minimizing the freedom of expression of the 

people and the media, as in most cases, Bangladeshi media are very courageously exposing most 

of the state-patronized crime and wrong-doings as well as high-profile corruption by the political 

elites in the country. Since Bangladesh Awami League formed government in January 2009, 

more than hundred cases of attack on journalists and news-media took place in Bangladesh, 

while in some cases, journalists were harassed through false cases for exposing high-profile 

crime and corruption in the country. Such tendency is growing in an alarming level, thus putting 

the members of the media in Bangladesh into total trauma. 

Though, very unfortunately, none of the governments in Bangladesh had ever been media-

friendly, but the degree of repression of press during the current government has already crossed 

all-time-record. In the capital city, few months back, a journalist couple was brutally slaughtered, 

where the government or the law enforcing agencies failed even in conducting a proper 

investigation. The Prime Minister and the minister in charge of the Home Ministry made 

numerous public statements with the commitment of investigating this tragic murder case and 

nabbing the killers and their instigators. But in reality, instead of conducting any proper 

investigation or nabbing the culprits, the ruling party and the law enforcing agencies are visibly 

seen in making frantic bids in some-how suppressing the entire incident.
3
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Opposition is the Prime Target 

The current trends of serialized attacks on the Bangladeshi media have already put most 

of the members of the media into total horror. While the ruling party has failed in giving security 

and protection to the local media, there are numerous attempts by the ruling elites in giving 

continuous threats to the journalists with the ulterior motive of forcing them from not exposing 

the illegal activities, crimes and corruptions of the members of the ruling party as well as few 

members of the political special family in Bangladesh. Most notably, the opposition voices are 

been attacked rather than any other Media or journalists. For instance, a statistics of torture and 

suppression over the journalists of Daily Amar Desh, of the prominent Media house owned and 

run by the Opposition backed people can be useful to judge. 

Date Incident 

1
st
 May, 2012 Amar Desh correspondence assaulted at Hatibandha: Clash between Juba 

Leauge- BCL for tender
4
 

20
th

 May, 2012 Hand bomb attack at Amar Desh press
5
 

16
th

 May, 2012 Journalist Akbar beaten up for publishing report at Prime Hospital of 

Noakhali
6
  

15
th

 May, 2012 Journalist tortured, threatened to kill at OC office at kanthalia
7
   

20
th

 May, 2012 Juba league leader threatened to kill Amar Desh Shayamnagar 

correspondence 
8
  

6
th

 May, 2012 Journalist attacked at Faridpur 
9
 

18
th

 May, 2012 2 Journalist threatened to be killed by Juba and Chhatra league at 

Baufal
10
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Apart from that, Mir Qasem Ali, owner of the most prominent Opposition Media House 

„Diganta‟ was arrested recently in accusation of Crime against Humanity in 1971 on June 17
th

.
11

 

As per the media reports, Police has arrested Mir Kashem Ali on Sunday, for his suspected role 

in perpetrating crimes against humanity, during the Liberation War. Later, he was sent to Dhaka 

Central Jail, in compliance with the order of the International Crimes Tribunal-1 (ICT-1). After 

considering the prosecution‟s arguments, at its chamber, the tribunal passed the "custody 

warrant", and asked the prison authorities to produce the Jamaat leader before it on Monday. The 

prosecution had sought the arrest warrant of Ali, pleading that if he was allowed to remain free, 

the investigation against him will be disrupted. Prosecutor Rana Dasgupta said that Ali had been 

contemplating to thwart the trial of crimes against humanity, at home and abroad. “He has ties 

with different local and international organizations. He is an influential businessman, as well as, 

a political figure. He had been actively working to foil the trial of crimes against humanity,” he 

told the tribunal. “He was threatening and terrorizing the 1971 victims, to make them abstain 

from giving depositions against war criminals. We‟re seeking his arrest warrant, to ensure 

smooth progress of the trial,” he said. Terming Kashem Ali as one of the collaborators of the 

Pakistani occupation force, Dasgupta said that the prosecution team has found enough evidence 

to implicate Ali to the crimes against humanity cases. In reply to a query, Malum said that the 

investigation against Ali is not even at the halfway stage. 

However, Advocate Tajul Islam, Ali‟s lawyer, said that he would submit a bail petition for his 

client on Monday. “It was not an open hearing. The tribunal took the decision in its chamber, 

after hearing the prosecution‟s submission,” he added. Kashem Ali is the chairman of Diganta 

Media Corporation Limited. He is also a director of Islami Bank, and a member of Ibn Sina 

Trust. 

International Concerns  

The International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) has voiced concern over the recent 

reports that journalists and media in Bangladesh continue to be subjected to threats and 

harassment. “Nineteen journalists in the south-western district of Pirojpur presented themselves 
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to the district police station on March 14, demanding protection from threats made against them 

by the district's ruling party, the Awami League, at a public rally the previous day,” said the 

Brussels-based media rights watchdog in a web article. 

It complained the journalists were threatened with violence following their publication in local 

newspapers of critical reports about two parliament members. The reports alleged that two local 

politicians were involved in corruption and nepotism, and were subsequently republished in daily 

newspapers and news channels based in Dhaka. “It is alleged that members of the Awami 

League threatened the journalists that if they published critical reports about the two 

parliamentarians again they would be forced to leave the city or would be "chopped into pieces 

and buried," the article stated.  

Further to this incident, the IFJ associates in Bangladesh expressed concern over a notice issued 

to Ekushey Television (ETV) by the National Board of Revenue for failure to submit tax returns 

for three years. The private channel claims that it is yet to complete its financial audit for the 

years in question as it is preparing for an initial public offering (IPO) of shares. This notice 

follows intervention by Bangladeshi authorities on March 12 to prevent ETV, and two other 

television channels, from broadcasting a speech by the leader of the opposition at a political 

rally. 

Friction between the media and the government (ruling party of Bangladesh) persists at the local 

and national levels, said the IFJ Asia-Pacific. “We call on the Government of Bangladesh to 

demonstrate greater tolerance of legitimate media criticism and to take action to ensure those 

politicians and public officials who intimidate journalists or the media in the performance of 

their duties are investigated and charged,” said the article titled 'IFJ Concerned by Intimidation 

and Harassment of Media in Bangladesh'.
12

 

Concluding remarks  

Journalist rights groups in the world now need to raise voice against such serialized 

notoriety on Bangladeshi journalists and media. Also the Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina must 
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publicly commit to protecting journalists if she is to reverse this trend. Otherwise, Bangladesh is 

on the brink of slipping back, not just into zero-sum politics, but a pernicious cycle of impunity 

for attacks on the press.  

Article 39 of the Constitution of Bangladesh ensures the right of Freedom of Expression and 

thoughts. By manipulating Media and suppressing the voices of Journos, this right os been 

violated in the open daylight. To ensure Democracy in its fullest sense and Good governance, 

Freedom of Expression must be ensured and Govt. has to take steps for maintain the Media-

friendly Law and Order situation throughout the Country. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


